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100 scholarships for
Iranian women at
online university

To supportIranian women,
including their rights to
education and to choose
whether to veil their faces in
public, the online University of
the People (www.uopeople.edu)
is offering 100 scholarships to
enable them to continue tolearn
from the safety of their homes.

Anti-government protests in
Iran this year have exploded into
the largest mass demonstrations
the country has seen for
decades. Many of these are
taking place at university
campuses. Female academics, in
particular, are being subjected
to threats and the risk of
imprisonment by the Iranian
morality police.

The university’s scholarships
will allow Iranian women
to become part of a global
community of learners, without
restrictions on what they wear.
Some 2,000 Afghan women
have also received scholarships
from the university so that
they can study while avoiding
detection by the ruling Taliban.

The University of the People
isanaccredited institution that
is funded by donations and
modest assessment fees. Tutors
work at top universities and
industry-leading organizations
around the world. It currently
has more than 126,000 students
from over 200 countries,
including 16,500 refugees.
The university also offers
scholarships to Ukrainian
students affected by the war.

Daniel Kalmanson The University
of the People, Pasadena,
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daniel.kalmanson@uopeople.edu

Field research
stations are key to
global conservation
targets

Athemeisemergingin

this year’s United Nations
conferences on biodiversity
(COP15), climate change
(COP27) and the international
wildlife trade (COP19): countries
are struggling to meet key
conservation targets (see
go.nature.com/3v7dud9). We
arguethat field research stations
are an effective — butimperilled
and overlooked — tool that can
help policy frameworks to meet
those targets. We write on behalf
of 149 experts from 47 countries
(see go.nature.com/3etdoxs).

Field research stations are on
the front lines of biodiversity
conservation, acting as no-take
zones that rewild surrounding
ecosystems. Unlike other area-
based conservation measures
(G.G.Gurney et al. Nature 595,
646-649;2021), they rarely
work together to affect policy.
Despite theirimportance
for measuring governments’
progress towards the UN
Sustainable Development
Goals, nationally determined
emissions contributions
and biodiversity targets,
they are invisible in global
environmental policy.

This absence reduces the
funding and impact of field
research stations. Recognizing
their contributions to
international policy frameworks
will enable systemic support
atthe sub-global level as
governments seek toimplement
these frameworks in their
national context.

Timothy M. Eppley* San Diego
Zoo Wildlife Alliance, Escondido,
California, USA.
teppley@sdzwa.org

*On behalf of 6 correspondents.
See go.nature.com/3ubdjer

More support for
chemists with
disabilities

In my discipline, chemistry, as
inso many others, there are
daunting barriers tobeinga
researcher with a disability.
Only 4.8 % of people who
received a PhD in chemistry
in the United States in 2019
identify as having a disability,
for example, compared with 26%
ofthe general population (see
go.nature.com/3vhiuif).

Atleast 22 elements of the
periodic table were discovered
by disabled scientists (see
go.nature.com/3oujsch).
Inthe past few decades,
however, stigmatization and
discrimination have caused
adeclinein the number of
chemists with disabilities
(see M. Oliver Disability Soc. 28,
1024-1026;2013).

Institutions should do more
to enable disabled chemists
to fully access conferences,
seminars and leadership roles.
Ambassadors’ programmes —we
have one at my institution — can
train student delegates to
supportinclusion by raising
awareness of the challenges
that those with disabilities
navigate, and by advising
organizations such as the UK
Royal Society of Chemistry and
the American Chemical Society
on accommodations that can
ensure equity.
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Mental health
and nature: more
implementation
research needed

We agree that expanding social
programmes from pilot to
policy needs ongoing research
to quantify the consequences
(A.M. Mobarak Nature
609,892-894;2022). The
therapeutic effects of exposure
to natural environments to
improve mental health should
be monitored. Research should
track the social, ecological and
political effects of encouraging
park visits. Conservation and
mental-health benefits must
also be maximized.

China, for instance, has more
than1,000 Healthy Life Bases
under construction in forest
reserves, potentially providing
one billion visitor-days annually.
Large UK and US attempts to
promote outdoor recreation
have proved unsatisfactory,
because medical referrals and
voluntary outdoor groups
have overlooked individuals’
lack of interest. An Australian
model, aimed at urban mothers,
remains effective but its long-
term mental-health benefits are
unquantified. In Chile, tourism
enterprises tout parks’ mental-
health benefits.

Stealth privatization of
protected areas by health-care
organizations could be a future
policy challenge (R. Buckley and
M. A. Cooper Int.J. Environ. Res.
Public Health19,13112;2022).
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